What is financial balance in giving?

What part does motivation involve in giving?

What part does amount involve in giving?

What do you think today’s question is asking?

Agree or disagree? Each of the following displays financial balance in giving.

He looked up and saw the rich dropping their offerings into the temple treasury. He
also saw a poor widow dropping in two tiny coins. “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this
poor widow has put in more than all of them. For all these people have put in gifts
out of their surplus, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.”
(Luke 21:1-4)

While Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, a woman approached
him with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume. She poured it on his head as
he was reclining at the table. When the disciples saw it, they were indignant. “Why
this waste?” they asked. “This might have been sold for a great deal and given to
the poor.”

Aware of this, Jesus said to them, “Why are you bothering this woman? She has
done a noble thing for me. You always have the poor with you, but you do not
always have me. By pouring this perfume on my body, she has prepared me for
burial. Truly I tell you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what
she has done will also be told in memory of her.” (Matt 26:6-11)



We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that was given
to the churches of Macedonia: During a severe trial brought about by affliction, their
abundant joy and their extreme poverty overflowed in a wealth of generosity on
their part. | can testify that, according to their ability and even beyond their ability, of
their own accord, they begged us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in the
ministry to the saints, and not just as we had hoped. Instead, they gave themselves
first to the Lord and then to us by God'’s will. (2 Cor 8:1-5)

What are our responsibilities when it comes to using money?

Agree or disagree? A Christian is to give all he or she has to the Lord.

How do the following passages address the issue of financial balance in giving?

Now about the collection for the saints: Do the same as | instructed the
Galatian churches. On the first day of the week, each of you is to set something
aside and save in keeping with how he is prospering, so that no collections will
need to be made when | come. (1 Cor 16:1-2)

For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what a person has,
not according to what he does not have. It is not that there should be relief for
others and hardship for you, but it is a question of equality. At the present time your
surplus is available for their need, so that their abundance may in turn meet your
need, in order that there may be equality. As it is written: “The person who had
much did not have too much, and the person who had little did not have too little.”
(2 Cor 8:12-14)

What steps can a person take to give in a balanced way with a good conscience?



