
 

  



 

  

Welcome to Holy Trinity Lutheran Church and School. 

We gather to worship the only God and Savior: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Don’t be a hypocrite 
February 18, 2025 

Ash Wednesday 

Ash Wednesday is meant to be a solemn day of repentance. We examine 

ourselves, our way of life, our thoughts, words, and actions. We humbly confess 

our sins to God and seek his forgiveness through Christ. We desire with his 

help to change whatever is sinful in our life. And as we do all these things, we 

are reminded by God: Don't be a hypocrite. 

Tonight’s 6:30 p.m. worship is broadcast live on YouTube. The YouTube link 

can be found at the church’s website: 

• holytrinity.church 

After the service, the recording can be accessed at the same YouTube site. 
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Hymn 650, stanzas 1-3 From Depths of Woe, Lord God, I Cry 

Confession of Sins 

P: Most holy and merciful Father,  

C: We confess to you and to one another 

that we have sinned by our own fault, 

by our own grievous fault 

 in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

Hear us, for your mercy is great. 

Silence for private confession of personal sin. 

P: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

C: Forgive us, O Lord. 

P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death 

of the wicked but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. 

Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

We implore God to give us renewal and his Holy Spirit. 

May we abide in the true faith and at the last be received by God through 

the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen.  

Hymn 650, stanzas 4-5 From Depths of Woe, Lord God, I Cry 
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P: Lord, we confess our sins to you and plead for your mercy. We acknowledge 

that sin runs too deep in our nature for us ever to rid ourselves of it, but we 

thank you that Jesus has done what we could not do, washing us clean of 

every stain. We plead that your Spirit would give us the strength to live a 

new life; through Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The Word 

First Lesson—Isaiah 59:12-20 

For our transgressions have multiplied before you, 

and our sins testify against us. 

For our transgressions are with us, 

and we know our iniquities: 

transgression and deception against the Lord, 

turning away from following our God, 

speaking oppression and revolt, 

conceiving and uttering lying words from the heart. 

Justice is turned back, 

and righteousness stands far off. 

For truth has stumbled in the public square, 

and honesty cannot enter. 

Truth is missing, 

and whoever turns from evil is plundered. 

The Lord saw that there was no justice, 

and he was offended. 

He saw that there was no man — 

he was amazed that there was no one interceding; 

so his own arm brought salvation, 

and his own righteousness supported him. 
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He put on righteousness as body armor, 

and a helmet of salvation on his head; 

he put on garments of vengeance for clothing, 

and he wrapped himself in zeal as in a cloak. 

So he will repay according to their deeds: 

fury to his enemies, 

retribution to his foes, 

and he will repay the coasts and islands. 

They will fear the name of the Lord in the west 

and his glory in the east; 

for he will come like a rushing stream 

driven by the wind of the Lord. 

“The Redeemer will come to Zion, 

and to those in Jacob who turn from transgression.” 

This is the Lord’s declaration. 

Second Lesson—2 Corinthians 7:8-13 

For even if I grieved you with my letter, I don’t regret it. And if I regretted it — 

since I saw that the letter grieved you, yet only for a while — I now rejoice, not 

because you were grieved, but because your grief led to repentance. For you 

were grieved as God willed, so that you didn’t experience any loss from us. For 

godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, but 

worldly grief produces death. For consider how much diligence this very thing 

— this grieving as God wills — has produced in you: what a desire to clear 

yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what deep longing, what zeal, what 

justice! In every way you showed yourselves to be pure in this matter. So even 

though I wrote to you, it was not because of the one who did wrong, or because 

of the one who was wronged, but in order that your devotion to us might be 

made plain to you in the sight of God. For this reason we have been comforted. 

Please stand. 

Gospel—Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 

“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by 

them. Otherwise, you have no reward with your Father in heaven. So whenever 
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you give to the poor, don’t sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in 

the synagogues and on the streets, to be applauded by people. Truly I tell you, 

they have their reward. But when you give to the poor, don’t let your left hand 

know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And 

your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

“Whenever you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites, because they love to 

pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by people. 

Truly I tell you, they have their reward. But when you pray, go into your 

private room, shut your door, and pray to your Father who is in secret. And 

your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

“Whenever you fast, don’t be gloomy like the hypocrites. For they disfigure 

their faces so that their fasting is obvious to people. Truly I tell you, they have 

their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, so 

that your fasting isn’t obvious to others but to your Father who is in secret. And 

your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

“Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 

and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don’t break in 

and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

Please be seated. 

Hymn 942 Create in Me a Clean Heart 
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Sermon—Matthew 6:1-6,16-18 

Don’t be a hypocrite 

The offering will not be gathered during worship this evening. 

Please place your offerings in the offering plate at the exit of the sanctuary. 

You may use the QR code to the right for online giving. 

The service continues with the hymn. 

Hymn 947 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy stanzas 1,3 
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Words of Institution 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 

he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take 

and eat; this is my † body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from 

it, all of you; this is my † blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

Distribution 

Holy Trinity offers the Lord’s Supper to communicant members of our congregation (and 

congregations in WELS and ELS). If you are not a communicant member and are interested in  

going through a course of study to prepare for receiving the Lord’s Supper here, please speak 

with the pastor. He is glad to talk with you. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

The Blessing 

P: Go in peace. 

C:  Amen. 
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Hymn 782 Luther’s Evening Prayer 

Serving in Worship 

Minister: Pastor Bart Brauer 

Accompanist: Dean Story 
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